BOBOUQH  MEDICAL  OEFICEB’S  BEFOBT. 

“ In  presenting  my  report  for  the  year  1898, 1 
must  express  my  regret  that  it  shews  a higher 
death-rate  and  a greater  amount  of  sickness  than 
in  the  previous  year,  the  death-rate  per  1,000 
being  15  04,  as  against  12-8  in  the  previous  year. 
But  the  comparison  is  hardly  fair  as  1897  was  a 
very  healthy  year ; still,  I hope  that  my  next 
report  will  shew  a decrease. 

There  are  several  causes  at  work  to  cause  this 
increase.  First  of  all,  a very  large  number  of 
aged  people  have  passed  away ; 52  deaths  were 
registered  of  people  over  65  years,  as  against  40 
in  the  previous  year ; 20  deaths  from  diarrhoea 
occurred,  to  17  in  the  year  1897,  and  all  these  20 
were  infants,  and  happened  during  the  hot  dry 
weather  of  the  latter  part  of  the  summer, 
especially  among  babies  brought  up  on  the  bottle. 
Too  great  care  cannot  be  taken  to  prevent  any 
contamination  of  food,  especially  milk,  at  such 
seasons. 

Then  in  1897  not  a single  death  was  registered 
from  measles,  while  we  see  now  nine  deaths  from 
that  cause  in  1898,  and  again  all  among  infants. 
It  is  to  be  wished  that  a change  could  be  effected 
in  the  minds  of  many  mothers  as  to  this  com- 
plaint. Many  people  consider  it  a necessity  for 
every  child  to  have  it,  t and  so  take  no  trouble 
about  isolation  or  disinfection,  or  else  regard  it 
as  such  a trifling  matter  that  medical  advice  is 
not  called  in  until  serious  complications  have  set 
in.  There  is  no  doubt  that  different  epidemics 
of  measles  vary  much  in  severity,  but  in  young 
children  there  is  always  risk  of  complications 
arising  dangerous  to  life.  It  is  not  to  be  expected 
that  isolation  opportunities  for  cases  of  measles 
should  be  provided  by  the  Authority,  but 
much  could  be  done  by  parents  to  lighten  an 
epidemic  if  the  matter  was  approached  more 
seriously.  For  instance,  people  have  such  a 
wholesome  fear  of  scarlet  fever  that  they  are 
willing  to  take  any  trouble  against  it,  and  as  a 
result  we  have  had  no  death  from  that  cause  for 
the  last  two  years. 

An  increase  also  is  to  be  noted  in  the  deaths 
from  respiratory  diseases.  This  is  occasioned  by 
a small  epidemic  of  influenza  occurring  in  the 
spring,  amongst  which  some  cases  were  very 
severe  and  caused  death  from  pneumonia  and 
bronchitis. 

The  only  other  point  in  the  death  statistics 
calling  for  mention  is  the  number  of  deaths  from 
diphtheria,  which  amount  to  seven,  and  all  in 
very  young  children.  This  also  is  a disease 
especially  fatal  in  the  first  years  of  life,  and 
requiring  early  and  skilled  treatment.  The 
remarks  I made  about  measles  do  not  apply  to 
this  subject,  as  everyone  is  aware  of  its  danger, 
but  cases  are  often  overlooked  or  treated  as 
simple  sore  throat  while  valuable  time  is  being 
lost;  early  diagnosis  is  most  important. 

As  to  the  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified, 
as  is  to  be  expected,  these  show  an  increase  from 
77  to  101,  which  is  almost  entirely  caused  by  the 
large  cumber  of  cases  of  diphtheria,  47  being 
notified  as  against  25  in  the  previous  year.  This 
is  a most  unsatisfactory  circumstance  considering 
the  dangerous  nature  of  the  disease.  There  has 
never  been  anything  that  could  be  called  an 
epidemic,  but  cases  have  continually  occurred, 
but  no  common  cause  has  been  found  to  which  it 
could  be  assigned,  excepting  that  of  personal 
infection.  Out  of  all  the  infections  cases  notified 
37  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital,  where 
they  were  treated  with  only  one  death  (a  severe 
case  of  diphtheria). 

The  water  supply  of  the  town  is  good  in  quality, 
being  obtained  from  deep  wells  in  the  chalk ; as 
to  quantity  some  parts  of  the  Borough  have 
complained  of  a deficiency  at  times.  Now  that 
so  many  houses  have  been  built  containing 
sanitary  conveniences  that  require  flushing,  this 
might  easily  become  a source  of  danger  to  the 
inmates. 

The  Public  Cemetery  has  been  opened,  and 
burials  are  taking  place  in  it,  to  the  advantage  of 
those  parts  of  the  town  adjacent  to  the  Church- 
yard. 

One  consignment  of  meat  unfit  for  use  was 
condemned  and  destroyed  last  year.  The 
slaughter-houses,  dairies,  workshops,  and  bake- 
houses have  been  regularly  inspected,  and  the 
bye-laws  enforced  to  the  best  of  one’s  ability.” 
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